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T  O 


Dr.  T HO  MS  ON. 


IT  appears  to  me  very  difficult,  from  the 
Writing  of  Dr.  Thom/on ,  to  difcern 
whether  he  propofes  the  Vindication 
of  his  Condudt,  with  Regard'  to  Mr.  Win-  ‘ 
mngtori s  Cafe,  or  the  Acknowledgment  of 
Mis  Incapacity;  it  feems  rather  a  confus’d 

Mixture  of  the  one  and  the  other ;  and  we 

•  •  * 

fee  as  little  Defign  in  the  Drift  of  his  Dif- 
courfe,  as  there  was  in  the  Treatment  of 
his  Patient ;  for,  from  the  Beginning  to  the 

A  a  End 
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End  of  the  Apology,  he  does  not  once  in¬ 
form  us  limply  of  the  Character  of  the 
Difeale,  only  that  -he-  was  deceiv’d  in'  it  * ; 
which'  he  muft  be;  fince  no  Phyficiaff ‘  Be- 
fides  himfelf  ever  took  the  -j-  Diagnojlics  of  • 

fuch  a.Difeafe  for  Signs  of  a  Rheumatick 
Fever. 

i.  He  lays,  “  As  all  the  Reformers,  in 
“  their  Beginning,  have  been  branded  with 
“  the  odious  Names  of  Herefy  and  Faction ; 
“  no  Wonder  an  Attempt  to  introduce  one 
.  “  in  Phyfick  Ihould  be  attended  with  the 

‘  lame  Fatality.”  The  Companion  is  quite 
improper,  and  I  can  boldly  fay,  that  if 
the  Syltems  of  all  the  Reformers  had  been 
founded  upon  Principles  equally  and  demon- 
ftratively  weak  as  this  Gentleman’s  Practice, 
their  Reformations  could  not  long  have  fob¬ 
bed  with  any  Credit,  or  fupported  their 
Characters  but  in  Imagination..  \ 

Now  let  us  come  to  the  Doctor’s  reform’d 
Practice,  which,  if  judicioufly  confider'd, 
may  produce  very  good  Effects,  by  fervihg 
as  a  Buoy  to  prevent  any  Phyfician  ap¬ 
proaching^  it.  He  fays,  “  He  lhall  lay 
“  before  the  Publick  a  fair  State'  of  Mr. 

Win- . 
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<c  Winningtons  Cafe  unclouded  with  the 
cc  Sophinry  of  Argument,  and  fupported 
€<  only  by  the  Evidence  of  Fails :  After 
€<  ftating  the  various  Symptoms  that  at- 
*(  tended  that  Diftemper,  he  will  explain 
<c  the  different  Applications  which  he  judg’d 
l<  conducive  to  the  Cure.”  .  A  very  fine 
Speech  indeed,  were  the  Faculty  out  of 
the  Queftion  ;  but  thefe  learned  Gentlemen 
will  immediately  fee  the  Weaknefs  and  the 
Infufficiency  of  his  Attempt :  He  makes  a 
capital  Blunder  at  his  firft  letting  out,  talks 
of  ftating  the  various  Symptoms  that  at¬ 
tended  this  Diftemper,  without  ever  men¬ 
tioning  a  Word  of  the  Diftemper,  or  giv¬ 
ing  it  its  proper  Charadter :  He’ll  permit 
me  to  tell  him,  that  this  is  the  moft  dif¬ 
ficult,  and  niceft  Part  of  Phyfick,  and  the 
very  firft  Thing  that  a  Phyfician  fhould 
affure  himfelf  of,  if  he  propofes  to  fucceed: 
If  he  fails  in  this  Point,  he  treats  Difeafes 
as  blind  Men  judge  of  Colours.  Nothing 
is  more  equivocal  than  Symptoms,  and  no¬ 
thing  more  empty  than  to  amufe  ourfelves 
in  treating  them  5  but  this  the  Dcdtor  appears 
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to  be  unacquainted  with,  tho’  he  affedfe  the 
Perfonage  of  a  Reformer.  I  wonder  what 
an  Opinion  we  fhould  have  of  a  Surgeon, 
who  amus’d  himfelf  in  treating  the  Fever, 
Head-Ach,  and  other  Symptoms  in  his  Pa¬ 
tient,  and  neglected  reducing  the  Fradtures, 
and  dreffing  the  Wounds  that  occafion’d 
them. 

He  lays,  <f  The  latter  End  of  Marchy 
tc  Mr.  Winnington  was  feiz’d  luddenly  with 
<c  a  Shivering,  Head-Ach,  great  Laffitude, 
ic  with  wandering  Rheumatick  Pains,  &c\ 

As  Diagnortics  or  Symptoms  well  cha- 
radteris’d,  condudt  us  to  the  Knowledge  of 
a  Difeafe,  fo  here  we  fhall  examine  whe¬ 
ther  the  Dodtor  was  miftaken  in  them,  or 
not.  It  appears  from  the  whole  State  of 
the  Cafe,  &  given  by  him,  that  the  Sym¬ 
ptoms  were  thofe  of  a  malignant  Fever 
from  the  very  Beginning,  and  not  a  Rheu¬ 
matick  Fever,  as  the  Dodtor  imagin’d  :  The 
Shivering,  the  Head-Ach,  the  great  Laf¬ 
fitude,  were  Marks  of  Malignity,  con¬ 
firm’d  by  others  which  fucceeded  them. 
A  Rheumatick  Fever,  which  is  gene¬ 
rally  caus’d  by  an  Extravafation  of  Lymph 
upon  the  Membranes  of  the  Mufcles,  never 

yet 
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yet  produced  the  like  Symptoms:  But,  as 
it  will,  doubtlefs,  be  expected  of  me  by 
the  Doctor,  and  by  the  Publick  in  general, 
to  produce  Reafons  for  what  I  fay,  fo  I 
frail  give  as  accurate  an  Account  as  poft 
fible  of  malignant  Fevers,  and  their  Sym¬ 
ptoms. 

There  are  great  Debates  amongft  Phyficians 
concerning  what  ought  to  be  underftood  by 
malignant  Fevers,  or  how  they  may  be  dif- 
tinguifr’d  :  Some  pretend,  that  they  are 
Fevers,  which  threaten  the  intire  Deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Body  :  There  are  others,  that 
know  none  but  Purple  or  Spotted  Fevers ; 
and  feveral  thofe  Fevers  where  fome  Ve¬ 
nom  is  fufpe&ed,  principally,  becaufe  in 
thefe  Difeafeswe  remark,  that  Fevers  which 
appear  at  firft  to  be  but  of  little  Confe- 
quence,  are  attended  with  Accidents  much 
to  be  fear’d,  accompany’d  with  an  univerfal 
Lownefs  of  Spirits,  which  frews  itfelf  from 
the  very  Beginning  of  the  Difeafe. 

The  antient  Phyficians  call’d  Malignant 
Fevers  thole  which  were  dangerous  or  mor¬ 
tal,  as  we  fee  in  Hyppocrates ,  and  in  fome 
Works  of  Gakn  ;  But,  if  we  would  give 
a  juft  Idea  of  the  Appellation,  we  ought  not 

to 
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to  comprehend  fynoc,  ardent,  or  putrid 
Fevers,  altho’  thefe  are  not  exempt  from 
dangerous  Symptoms,  unlefs  there  is  fome- 
thing  extraordinary,  which  makes  it  pro^- 
bable  there’s  a  hidden  Venom,  which  ren¬ 
ders  thefe  Fevers  malignant. 

Purple  Spots  are  not  Pathognomonick,  or 
certain  Signs  of  a  malignant  Fever,  fince 
thefe  Spots  often  appear  in  fcorbutick  Per- 
fons,  and  even  when  they  have  Fevers  5  be- 
fides,  there  are  many  Fevers,  which  have 

>  *  V 

Malignity  without  the  Appearance  of  any 
Sort  of  Spots. 

A  malignant  Fever,  as  we  have  already 
faid,  is  principally  known  by  the  confide- 
rable  Accidents  that  immediately  appear,  and 
which  all  anfwer  to  thefe  following  Sym¬ 
ptoms  :  In  the  Beginning,  and  even  in  th^ 
Courfe,  of  this  Difeafe,  the  Pulfe  is  fmall, 
and  quick,  and  fometimes  like  to  that  of 

a  Perlon  in  his  natural  State  ;  at  other 

• 

times  the  Pulfe  is  much  rais’d,  and  beats 
with  Impetuofity  3  the  Heat  is  temperate, 
but  the  Patients  are  commonly  deprefs’d* 
and  complain  of  a  Sicknefs  in  the  Stomachy 
and  Inclinations  to  vomit,  and  all  thefe 
Symptoms  often  ihew  themfelves  from  the 

-  very 
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very  fird  Days  of  the  Difeafe,  which  makes 
it  difficult  to  didinguifh  but  by  thofe  who 
are  profoundly  learned  in  the  Science.  Some 
Patients  have  an  unquenchable  Third,  with  a 
flow  and  fmall  Pulfe  ;  others  are  not  thirdy, 
altho’  they  have  a  burning  Heat  over  the 
whole  Body.  The  Head-Ach  is  commonly 
very  violent,  the  Patients  do  not  deep,  and 
fall  into  Deliriums,  or  elfe  they  become  like 
to  Lethargicks ;  they  are  fatigued  with  Shi- 
verings,  that  come  without  Order  feveral 
times  in  the  Day  ;  they  find  themfelves 
heavy,  and  without  Strength  ;  their  Urine 
is  fometimes  perfectly  fine,  and  at  other 
times  foul  and  turbid;  the  beating  of  the 
Arteries  is  more  rais’d  towards  the  End  of 
the  Difeafe  :  Sometimes  the  Patients  void 
Worms  by  Stool,  they  fweat  profufeiy,  their 
Countenances  appear  troubled,  the  Breath 
fmells  ill,  the  Mind  feems  full  of  Fear  and 
Defpair  $  fometimes  there  appear  Tumours, 
Exanthems,  or  purple  Spots  upon  the  Skin, 
frequent  bleeding  at  the  Nofe,  the  Throat 
fore,  and  fometimes  Pudules  in  the  Mouth 
and  Throat,  which  hinder  the  Patient  from 
fwallowing,  or  elfe  there  are  little  Ulcers, 

B  that 
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that  have  not  been  preceded  by  Puflules  5 
the  Tendons  of  the  Wrifls  are  often  agitated, 
the  Eyes  become  red  and  inflam’d,  he 
Patient  becomes  deafifh,  and  the  Head 
fhakes. 

Thefe  are  the  proper  and  true  Characters 
of  a  malignant  Fever,  but  they  are  not  all 
neceflary  to  diftinguifh  it ;  It  is  even  rare, 
that  in  many  of  thefe  Difeafes  we  find  all 
thefe  Signs,  neverthelefs,  they  are  the  only 
Pathognomonics  of  this  Difeafe,  tho’  fe- 
veral  of  them  are  met  with  in  other  Affec¬ 
tions  :  Again,  they  proceed  from  different 
Caufes,  and  we  feldom  fee  the  fame  Pro¬ 
portion  between  the  different  Symptoms : 
For  Example,  we  don’t  find  that  with  a 
flight  Fever,  or  a  Rheumatic  Fever,  the  Pa¬ 
tients  have  an  infupportable  Third:,  or  a 
great  Delirium,  and  an  univerfal  Debility,  as 
is  remarkable  in  this  Difeafe.  This  is  all  I 
fihall  fay  at  prefent  on  malignant  Fevers,  as 
I  propofe  to  give  the  Publick  a  Treatife 
concerning  them  fome  time  hence. 

Now,  to  return  to  the  Cafe.  “  On  the  6th 
ic  of  April ,  the  Day  of  Mr,  Winningtons  Re- 
u  turn,  he  was  in  as  high  a  Fever  as  Man 

“  could 
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c<  could  bear/’  The  Doctor  had  order’d  hll 
Patient  Phyfick,  and  to  obferve  a  low  Re¬ 
gimen ;  which,  had  he  obferv’d,  to  do  the 
Dodtor  Juftice,  in  all  Appearance,  the  Dis¬ 
temper  would  have  been  moderated,  but  this 

was  negledted.  In  this  Cafe,  as  it  thus 
Hood,  there  were  fure  Indications  for  Bleed¬ 
ing  and  a  Glyfter  >  the  Liquors  order’d  to 
be  drank  were  very  proper,  the  Diet  not  at 
all  amils,  had  he  been  in  a  State  to  have 
made  ufe  of  it. 

u  April  7.  In  the  Morning  the  Sym- 
“  ptoms  were  perceiv’d  rather  to  increafe, 
u  and  a  Sweating  had  begun  in  the  Night, 

cc  cooling  Phyfick  was  order’d.”  Had  there 
been  a  Tenfion  on,  the  Hypogaflre,  or 

Gripings,  there  would  have  been  an  Indi¬ 
cation  for  Purging ;  but,  as  this  appears  not 
to  be  the  Cafe,  Purging  mull  augment  the 
Inflammation  by  difturbing  the  Humors, 
and  giving  an  extraordinary  Motion  to  the 
Blood.  Hyppocrates  feems  to  be  of  this 
Opinion,  when  he  fays,  in  his  2 2d.  A - 
phorifm ,  Section  1.  Me  die  a  nwit  i s  educendo 
ac  movendo  Jiinty  non  crnda  neque  per  in- 
itiat  nifi  turgeant ;  fed  pleruinque  non  tur - 

B  2  gent. 
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"gent.  ,  This  great  Man  allures,  That  we 
mult  not  evacuate  till  after  the  Coffion  of 
Humours,  except  in  Difeafes  where  the 
Matter  that  caufes  them  threatens  to  attack 
all  at  once  the  principal  Parts  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy.  Hyppocrates  adds,  That  this  Matter  is 
very  rarely  form’d,  from  whence  we  gene¬ 
rally  conclude,  that  we  ought  to  wait  for 
Signs  of  Co&ion,  and  that  we  fhould  not 
evacuate  but  very  rarely  in  tbe  Beginning, 
or  in  the  Courfe  of  Difeafes. 

“  April  8.  In  the  Morning  the  Patient 
C(  had  ilept  but  little,  and  had  fweated  pro- 
<c  fufely  the  preceding  Night :  The  Fever, 
<c  Pulfe,  and  Urine,  were  as  high,  as  if  no 
u  Evacuations  had  been,  Bleeding  was  a- 
€C  gain  directed.”  I  fhould  have  done  the 
fame;  but  here  are  Purging-Medicines  or¬ 
der’d  the  fame  Day  again  :  This  I  cannot 
agree  with,  as  the  Difeafe  was  not  in  the 
prima  Viay  but  in  the  Blood  and  Juices ; 
Nor  can  I  agree  with  the  Doctor’s  Reafons 
for  not  ordering  Opiates  here ;  he  might 
have  given  them  with  great  Succefs,  as 
there  was  no  Peripneumony,  or  Deduction 
upon  the  Lungs,  they  would  have  calm’d  the 

im~ 
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npetuous  Motion  of  the  Blood,  given  Reft, 
id  prevented  the  Inflammation  of  the 
►rain,  which  the  Dodor  thought  they  would 
ring  on. 

cc  April  9.  The  Sweats  had  been  excef- 
five  in  the  Night,  which  made  the  Doc- 
:  tor  think  it  improper  that  his  Patient^ 
;  fhould  be  confin’d  to  his  Bed.,,  Here 
he  Dodor  committed  a  terrible  Blunder,  by 
nterrupung  the  Sweats,  which  feem’d  to 
lave  been  the  Outlets  which  Nature  had 
nade  choice  of,  in  throwing  off  the  Difeafe. 
-lad  I  prefcrib’d,  I  fhould  have  directed 
Cordial,  yet  not  Spirituous  Medicines,  to 
lave  feconded  her  Defign  ,*  and  alfo  a 
SJarcotic,  or  compofing- Remedy,  to  have 

xen  taken  at  Night.  Inftead  of  that  the 
Doctor  thought  It  neceffary  to  order  a 

Manna-Draught. 

“  April  10.  The  fame  Difficulty  re- 
main  d  of  finding  any  Medicine  that 
*  would  move  the  Body.”  The  Dodor 
might  have  thought  on  Gambouge,  had 
not  the  Jalap  -  Medicine  been  ftrong  e- 
nough.  “  This  was  the  Reafon  for  di- 
44  reding  Glyfters,  befides  a  Repetition  of 

“  the 
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“  the  Purging-Medicines ;  all  this  produc’d 
Cf  bat  three  or  four  Stools.”  This  plainly 
fhews,  that  the  Humours  did  not  abound 
either  in  the  Ventricule,  or  in  the  Bowels, 
that  it  was  fatiguing  Nature  to  no  End,  and 
augmenting  the  Inflammation,  fo  that  it 
muft  be  very  difficult  to  juftify  the  Raffi- 
nefs  of  the  Purging -Treatment. 

“  April  ii.  The  Patient  flept  but  little 
<c  in  the  Nightv  and  his  Sweats  increas’d  ; 
cc  efpecially  towards  the  Morning.”  Nature, 
tis  plain,  was  again  flruggling  to  furmount 
the  Malignity  of  the  Difeafe,  and  the  Treat¬ 
ment  which  deprefs’d  her :  But  here  the 

Doctor  flank’d  her,  and  as  it  were,  order’d 
more  Blood  to  be  taken  away,  more  Phyfick, 

and  more  Glyfters.  Here  the  Symptoms 
began  to  decline,  but  ’tis  plain  the  Caufe 
exifted  always  the  fame;  thefe  Changes 
frequently  happen  in  malignant  Fevers. 

April  12.  No  Mention  of  the  State  of 
the  Diforder. 

<c  April  13.  We  were  inform’d,  that 
“  the  Sweating  had  return’d  in  the  Night 
“  almofl:  as  much  as  ever ;  the  Water  had 
“  only  a  light  Cloud  in  it,  and  was  very 

£*  high  colour’d ;  the  Fever  feem’d  to  rife, 

"  and 


ec  and  the  Pulfe  was  very  full,  and  fwift.” 
Bleeding  ,  Purging ,  and  Glyftering ,  were 
again  thought  necefiary ;  ft  range  Infatua¬ 
tion  !  • 

u  April  14.  The  Symptoms  were  much 
u  as  the  preceding  Day  3  the  Sweating  in 

cc  the  Night  had  been  fomething  lefs,  the 
€i  Hands  rather  more  fwell’d,  but  the  Wa- 

u  ter  did  not  break,”  This  is  very  eafy 
to  be  accounted  for  ;  the  Diminution  of 
the  Sweating  muft  augment  the  Swelling, 
and  affed  the  Urine.  :  “  But  the  Dodor 

<c  thought  taking  much  Blood  from  his 
*c  Patient  in  that  Condition  very  improper,, 
•*  being  apprehenfive  it  might  bring  on  a 
iC  Dropfy,  which  ts  often  the  Cnfequence 
u  of  too  great  an  Effuiion  of  Blood.”  Here 
the  Dodor  feems  to  fufped  bad  Confe- 
quences  from  his  Darling  Pradice;  yet, 
notwithftanding,  he  foon  falls  into  it  again  : 
He  is  apprehenfive  of  bringing  on  a  Drop- 
fy,  where  a  Phthific  was  more  to  be  fear'd. 
Again,  if  a  Dropfy  had  been  brought  on, 
it  would  have  been  a  happy  Exchange, 
and  eafily  remedy ’d  in  its  Infancy. 


April 
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u  April  15.  Mr.  Winnington  continued 
<c  much  in  the  fame  Way  as  when  Dr, 
4C  Broxholm  left  him,  only  the  Rheumatick 
lt  Pains  abated,  tho’  the  Fever  ffill  con- 
cc  tinued  5  the  Medicines  the  fame.”  We 
fee  the  Dodlor  yet  in  the  Dark,  as  to  the 
Difeafe ;  he  fays,  the  Rheumatick  Pains 
abated,  tho’  the  Fever  continued  :  He  ought 
to  refled:,  that,  if  it  had  been  a  Rheuma¬ 
tick  Fever,  which  proceeds  from  Pain,  the 
Fever  muft  have  diminifh’d,  if  the  Pains 
had  abated. 

c<  April  16.  The  Water  fuddenly  grew 
u  pale,  and  the  Quantity  was  very  great  5 
cc  the  Patient’s  Hearing  was  not  fo  good, 
“  nor  had  he  flept,  as  he  us’d  to  do,  in 
cc  the  Day,  and  after  he  went  to  Bed,  till 
<c  in  the  Morning.  He  had  three  or  four 
u  Motions  this  Day  from  his  cooling  Phy- 
‘  fick.”  It’s  likely,  from  thefe  Accidents, 
that  the  Sweating  was  near  fupprefs’d,  and 
that  Nature  ftrove  to  carry  off  the  Serofity  of 
the  Blood  by  another  Secretion,  had  it  not 
been  obftrudted  by  more  Phyfick. 

“  April  iy.  The  Dod:or  fays,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  flept  rather  too  much,  it  appear** 

“  ing 
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“  ing  to  be  fomething  lethargick.”  Mark 
of  Malignity,  and  where  Blifters  might  have 
been  apply’d  with  Advantage.  What  is  very 
pleafant  the  Dodor  affumes  a  prophetick  Spi¬ 
rit,  he  lays,  “  But  that  the  Pulle  beat  very 
“  hard  and  quick,  as  if  they  prefaged  a  Hx- 
“  morrhage.”  Here,  I  believe,  he  excels 
the  whole  Faculty ;  I  fcarce  can  think  any 
of  thofe  Gentlemen  know  fo  far  as  that  by 
the  Pulle.  “  Now  the  Dodor  began  to 
“  be  in  Doubt,  as  he  fays,  whether  he  had 
“  not  been  too  remifs  in  Evacuations.”  If 
he  had  alk’d  me,  I  fhould  have  told  him, 
that  he  had  been  a  great  deal  too  free  in 
his  Evacuations;  and  that,  by  continually 
bleeding,  purging,  and  glydering,  he  mud 
confule  the  ordinary  Fermentation ,  make 
all  the  Parts  of  the  Body  become  languid, 
throw  his  Patient  into  Syncopes,  Convulfions, 
Spafms,  and  fo  extinguilh  the  Flame  of 
Life.  Till  now  the  Dodor  took  his  Pati¬ 
ent’s  Hinds  for  a  Rheumatick  Fever,  iince 
thefe  are  his  own  Words :  “  I  was  now 

tl  convinced  it  was  lomething  more  than  a 
“  common  Rheumatick  Fever.”  Which 
Ihews  that  he  aded  the  Part  of  a  blind 
Man  all  the  Way ;  nor  does  he  now  give 
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the  Difeafe  a  Name,  bat  fams  up  a  Heap 
of  Symptoms,  which  Symptoms  he  does 
not  know  what  to  make  of,  fince  it's  cer¬ 
tain  they  have  deceiv’d  him  all  along.  At 
laft,  the  Dodor  has  found  out  his  Pati¬ 
ent’s  fore  Throat >  and  at  the  lame  Time 
has  difcover’d  a  hard  Name,  and  an  eafy 
Name  for  it ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  be 
the  one,  or  the  other :  They  were  more 
likely  Ulcers  that  attend  malignant  Fevers, 
and  might  more  properly  be  call’d  Englijh 
malignant  Ulcers,  than  the  Thrufh,  or  the 
Aphtha,  or  /Egyptian,  or  Syria n  Ulcer  •,  fo 
that  this  appears  pure  Amufement.  He 
fays  again,  u  That  he  imagin’d  if  the  Fe- 
“  ver,  which  govern’d  then,  could  be  kept 
<c  under,  there  would  be  but  little  Danger.’5 
Here  he  agrees  that  the  Fever  was  a  Caufe, 
and  the  Ulcer  a  Symptom  :  And  by 
and  by  he  tells  Sir  Edward  Hulfe ,  that 
he  and  Dr.  Broxholme  confin’d  themfelves 
to  the  Thru fii,  all  which  fhews  to  every 
Capacity,  that  he  has  been  all  this  Time 
treating  of  Shadows. 

“  Now  we  are  coming  near  to  an  End  $  the 
<€  Thrufh,  as  it’s  call’d,  rather  increas’d,  and 
<c  the  Haemorrhage  had  not  in  the  leafi  con- 
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cc  troufd  the  Fever  the  Pulfe  being  hard- 
<c  er,  and  fwifter,  than  he  had  obferv’d 
<c  them  in  the  Morning,  fince  the  fir  ft; 

“  five  Days.”  And  it  is  certain,  that,  had  the 
Dodtor  drawn  to  the  laft  Pallet  of  Blood,  even 
in  that  there  would  have  been  a  Propor¬ 
tion  of  morbifick  Matter  capable  of  fup- 
porting  the  Fermentation  againft  Nature, 
according  to  its  Quantity,  efpecially,  as  its 
Motion  was  conftantly  quicken’d  by  Purges. 
And  I  am  alham’d  for  the  Doctor,  that  he 
could  think  of  nothing  in  the  whole  Materia 
Medica  all  this  while  but  Bleeding,  Purg¬ 
ing,  and  Glyftering,  which  became  now 
quite  an  idle  and  ignorant  Proceeding. 

4<  Notwithftanding  all  this,  the  Dodtor  or- 
c<  der’d  ftill  a  larger  Quantity  of  Blood  to 
u  be  taken  away,  than  he  had  ever  done 
11  before.  He  had  two  Motions  the  pre- 
cc  ceding  Night,  and  five  this  Day,  by 
c<  Glyfters,  and  cooling  Phyfick.”  What 
Conftitution  could  fupport  it  ? 

“  April  1 8.  The  Dodtor  was  inform’d, 
u  that  in  the  Night  the  Sweats  return’d ; 
te  that  the  Patient  bled  again  at  the  Nofe, 
“  and  in  the  Morning  brought  up,fome 
“  Blood,  whether  from  his  Head,  Lungs, 
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*4  or  Throat,  he  cannot  determine.”  Here 
the  Dodor  feems  to  forget  his  Anatomy  : 
Haemorrhages  from  the  Head  cannot  be  con¬ 
ceal’d  5  the  Note,  or  Nafal  Sinus,  commu¬ 
nicating  with  the  Frontal,  evidently  demon- 
Jdrates  it,  had  it  come  from  the  Ears,  it 
had  put  the  Dodor  out  of  all  Doubt.  The 
Return  of  the  Sweats  in  the  Night,  the 
bleeding  again  at  the  Nofe,  and  the  bring¬ 
ing  up  dome  Blood  in  the  Morning,  which 
muft  be  from  the  Lungs,  difcover’d  an 
excellent  Conftitution,  and  it  was  even 
then  Time  to  have  given  the  Patient 
Succour,  had  there  been  proper  Remedies 
apply ’d  ;  for  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
fupport  the  Strength  of  the  Patient  in  thefe, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  Difeafes,  to  re-efta- 
blifh  the  natural  Fermentation  of  the  Blood, 
and  to  corred  the  Default  of  the  Humours, 
when  too  much  coagulated,  or  too  much 
cliffolv’d.  “  Inftead  of  which,  Glyfters,  and 
ct  Bleeding,  were  repeated,  two  fmall  Blif- 
<c  ters  to  the  Arms  5  and  provided  the  for- 
“  mer  fhould  not  have  a  proper  Effed,  a 
u  Diffolution  of  Manna,  Nitre,  and  Rob 
u  of  Elder,  &c I  can’t  conceive  what 
Affinity  this  laft  Jumble  of  Remedies  could 
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have,  or  what  could  be  their  Defign.  cc  But 
“  it  was  agreed,  that  Cordials,  and  Vola- 
<c  tiles,  and  what  are  term’d  nervous  Me- 
<f  dicines  were  improper,  (notwithdanding 
€i  he  had  now  frequently  Spafms)  becaufe 
u  of  the  intenfe  Heat  and  Putrefadion  of  the 
“  H  •amours.”  If  the  Dodor  had  fufpeded 
a  Didolution  of  the  Blood,  or  too  great  a 
Rarefadion,  he  might  have  prefcrib’d  ful- 
phurous  Acids,  and,  by  that  Means,  have 
given  it  a  better  Confidence,  and  calm’d 
its  Motion  ;  lince  he  faw,  and  every- body 
mud  fee,  that  the  intenfe  Heat  and  Pu¬ 
trefaction  of  the  Humours,  as  he  calls  it, 
were  vifibly  augmented  every  Day,  by 
bleeding,  purging,  and  glydering  :  So  that 
now  it's  beyond  all  Dilpute,  the  Dodors 
new  Mode  was  to  oblige  the  Difeafe  to 
conform  to  the  Remedies.  Not  unlike  Dr. 
Sylvia ,  Phyfician  to  the  late  Duke  of  Bour - 
bon>  who  faid,  he  would  accudom  the 
Small- Pox  to  Bleeding,  and  fo  help’d  to  nlll 
half  the  Church -Yards  in  Paris . 

<c  April  20.  This  Morning  all  the  Sym- 
<c  ptoms  remain’d  much  in  the  fame  State, 
u  only  the  Water  was  fomething  higher 
<c  colour’d  :  But  in  the  Afternoon  the 
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<c  Thrufh  came  forward,  fpread  over  moft 
<c  Part  of  the  Mouth,  &c ”  Signs  of  Death  ! 
And  tho’  he  had  fuch  bad  Succefs  with 
Purging  all  this  while,  yet  he  propos'd  an¬ 
other  Purging  -  Medicine.  This  was  the 

Doctor's  laffc  S - 1.  About  Three  he 

was  fent  for  to  meet  Dr.  Broxholme  and 
Sir  Edward  Hulfe  ;  and  if  Man,  or  Me¬ 
dicine,  could  have  brought  Relief,  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hulfe ,  according  to  common  Fame, 
was  capable,  and  would  have  anfwer'd  the 
Defires  of  his  Friends,  and  the  Pub- 
lick  in  general.  He  might  do  like  other 
great  Men,  attempt  a  Remedy,  tho’  he  faw 
the  Subjed:  perifhing ;  but  then  Nature 
could  not  ad:,  or  correfpond,  (lie  had  been 
too  much  deprefs’d,  and  only  a  Divinity 
was  capable  of  it,  by  forming  a-new  the 
Blood,  and  nutritive  Juices,  which  had  been 
lavifhly,  and  without  Reafon,  evacuated 
away. 

Some  Perfons  take  as  much  Pains  to 
expofe  their  Weaknefs,  as  others  do  to  hide 
it ;  'tis  an  unlucky  Planet  that  rules  them 
in  that  Moment  :  And,  had  not  the  Dod:or 
unthinkingly  rous'd  the  Lion,  by  challeng¬ 
ing,  as  it  were,  the  whole  Faculty  to  anfwer 
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a  Piece  very  ill  concerted,  he  might  have  prac¬ 
tis’d  many  Years,  and  perhaps  gone  to  the 
Grave  with  a  tolerable  Character ;  and  a 
great  many  Thoufands  would  never  have 
known  a  Word  of  his  Capacity,  or  Con¬ 
duct  :  But  fuch  is  his  Fate,  that  he  has 
given  a  flagrant  Occafion  to  every-body 
both  to  think,  and  judge;  and  I  am  afraid 
it  will  be  quite  otherwife  than  he  could 
wifh,  or  defire. 

“  The  Dodor  flatter’d  himfelf,  that  he 
“  had  the  Weapons  both  of  Reafon  and 
t€  Authority  for  his  Guard.”  But,  by  this 
Time  he  may  be  convinc’d,  that  he  had 
neither  the  one,  nor  the  other ;  he  cannot 
accufe  me  of  any  ill-natur’d  Refledions, 
or  not  writing  in  the  Language  of  a  Phy- 
fician ;  no  !  my  whole  Defign  in  the  Affair 
is  to  lay  down  folid  Principles  upon  the 
Subjed  in  Difpute;  fo  that  the  World  may 
be  a  Judge,  as  well  as  himfelf,  whether  or 
no  his  Proceedings  in  the  prelent  Cafe  were 
juftifiable.  And  I  am  fo  far  from  having 
any  Animofity  or  Pique  againft  the  Dodor, 
that  ’twould  be  a  Pleafure  to  me  to  fee 
him  pradife  upon  different  Principles,  and 
fo  gain  the  Confidence  of  the  Publick, 
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If  the  Remarks  which  I  have  made  up¬ 
on  Malignity  are  well  receiv'd,  and  prove 
of  any  Advantage  to  the  Publick  in  Dif- 
eafes  of  this  Nature,  my  Wifhes  will  be 
compieated. 

' ' .  *  i  *  *  '  '  9 
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Page  1 1 .  the  third  and  fecond  Lines  from  the  Bottom. 

C oncoh a  medic amentis  educenda  ac  mcvenda  funt ,  non 
cruda ,  neque  per  initias  nifi  turgeant fed  plerumque 

non  turgenti 


